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MANCHESTER'S WORK RECALLS RIFT 

The Bitter Flight From 


William Manchester’s book sharply points up how the 
old rift between Lyndon Johnson and the Kennedy circle 
deepened in the tragic hous just after John F. Kennedy was 
assassinated. 

A man who has read the full manuscript of “The 
Death of a President,” which the Kennedys are now chal- 
lenging in court, told the New York Post today: 

“It’s pretty well known that many of the old hurts of! 
the 1960 nominating convention had never healed, but inj 
the Manchester book you see even greater bitterness de-j 
velop almost hour by hour as that plane flies both thej 
body of the dead President and the Kennedy and the John-! 
son parties back to Washington.” 

The situation was such, this source told The Post, that 
some of the Kennedy contingent turned bitter even to- 
wards military functionaries on the plane who seemed (to 
them) overzealous in trying to help Lyndon Johnson in 
his first hours of office. Manchester, the source said, re- 
ports that a military aide who was solicitous to Johnson 
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drew a bitter barb from one Kennedy aide, while another 
military aide, who took the opposite position and was out- 
spoken in declaring aboard the plane that Kennedy was 
still “my President”, disappeared from the service very 
soon after LBJ moved into the White House. 

It has been revealed before 
that Manchester painted a pic- 
ture of a “sick, bitter” trip 
aboard Air Force One from Dal- 
las to Washington. According to 
Manchester, the Kennedy people 
didn’t think Johnson belonged on 
the plane at all; they thought he 
should have used his own plane. 

Shortly before the plane land- 
ed at Andrews Air Force Base, 

Manchester writes, Mrs. Ken- 
nedy sent for Mac Kilduff, who 
was the press secretary on the 
trip, and instructed him to in- 
form ail reporters that she had 
made the flight by her slain 
husband’s coffin. 

Misunderstandings 

Some of the incidents aboard 
the plane may have resulted 
from misunderstandings or just 
simple embarrassment, the 
source said. 

For example, he revealed, 

Mrs. Kennedy arrived at the 
plane to find Johnson in the 
President’s cabin dictating to a 
secretary When Jackie appeared 
at the door, Johnson get up and 
left the cabin without a word. 

Entourage Outraged 

For another example, as Man- 
chester relates it, Mrs. Kennedy, 
in the back cabin, was waiting 
impatiently for the plane to ( 
take off while Johnson and his 
party were, in the front, cabin J 


Scene on the plane from Balias. President Johnson has just taken the oath of office. He turns 
away from Mrs. Kennedy to the new First Lady, who is smiling at Federal Judge Sarah Hughes. 


waiting for her to appear for. 
the swearing-in ceremony before ; 
the takeoff. 

Mrs. Kennedy agreed to ap- 
pear in the swearing-in photo- 
graphs but her entourage was 
outraged because they felt she I 
was being “used,” Manchester' 
says. 

Johnson also intended to leave 
the plane with Mrs. Kennedy 
and the casket. But the Kennedy 
aides were jammed in the pas- 
sageway a* the dobr slid open, 
and the new President was left 1 
standing back in the cabin alone, i 
Johnson soon was informing! 
friends, according to the book, 
that he was “having troublei 
with the family.” 

The rift between Johnson andl 
Robert Kennedy dated back to; 
the campaign for the nomina- 
tion, but twice, according to the, 
man who read the Manchester: 
book, there were moments of 1 
bitterness in the first days after 
the assassination. 

one thing, Johnson hap- 
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pened to fee visiting the Presi- 
dent’s oval office in the White 
House on the day after the as- 
sassination when Bobby hap- . 
pened in. It appeared as though 
Johnson was trying to move in 
too fast when actually, accord- 
ing to Manchester, it was John- 
son who was quieting his own 
aides as they urged him to take 
charge immediately. 

For another thing, Johnson 
wanted to. address a joint ses- 
sion of Congress on Tuesday. 
Bobby Kennedy thought that 
was too soon. He preferred to 
wait until Wednesday. Johnson 
agreed to do this. 

Johnson, according to Man- 
chester, showed considerable 
compassion for the family. One 
of his first acts after he returned 
to Washington was to write let- 
ters of condolence to John and 
Caroline Kennedy, to be read at 
some future date when they 
were older. 

Manchester conducted 10 
hours of tape-recorded inter- 
views with Mrs. Kennedy and 
did massive reporting jobs on 
his own beyond these interviews. 

It is not clear how much of his 
account comes from the Jacque- 
line tapes, now the center of the 
dispute between the Kennedys 
and the author, and how much 
comes from other sources. 

I Johnson never consented to 
j an interview by Manchester, but 
I he did supply written answers ' 
j to some of the questions which 
Manchester submitted. 



